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A Celebration of Life in Christ 
for 

Ramona Wagner 
August 28, 1931 ~ February 21, 2024 

 
Invocation          Matthew 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation: Amen. 

Remembrance of Baptism  Romans 6:3-5 

Pastor: In Holy Baptism Ramona was clothed with the robe of Christ's righteousness that covered all 
her sin.  St. Paul says, "Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.  For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, 

Congregation: we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.” 

Psalm 23   KJV 

The LORD is my shepherd;  
I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:  
for Thou art with me; 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

A Time to Share 

Hymn  #763  “When Peace, Like a River” 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul.  REFRAIN 
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REFRAIN: It is well (It is well) with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.  REFRAIN 

He lives — oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  REFRAIN 

And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
Even so it is well with my soul.  REFRAIN 

Text: Public domain 

Prayer 

Pastor: O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to Ramona and to 
all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that we 
also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Holy Scriptures 

Psalm 121:1-8 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.  
    From where does my help come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    Who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; 
    he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 Behold, he who keeps Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD is your keeper; 
    the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
 He will keep your life. 
8 The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Romans 8:31-39 

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall 
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died — more than that, who was raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 
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us.  35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

John 5:25-29 
25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the 

Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also 
to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 
Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and 
come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the 
resurrection of judgment. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Pastor: God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in hope and 
trust, we confess our faith: 

Congregation: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God 
 the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living 
   and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life T everlasting.  Amen  
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Hymn  #575   “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

REFRAIN 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil.   REFRAIN 

His oath, His covenant and blood 
Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay.   REFRAIN 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 

Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne!   REFRAIN 

Text: Public domain 

Message   The Power of God for Salvation Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes 

Prayers 

Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, Who raised Jesus from the dead.   

Pastor:  Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in the 
mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth 
Your light and peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to sin and 
rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death and the grave to our joyful 
resurrection.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your Son may be raised 
to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at Your heavenly banquet.  Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Give to the family of Ramona, and to all who mourn, comfort in their grief and a sure 
confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know the consolation 
of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church they may 
have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain hope and in the joyful 
expectation of eternal life with those they love who have departed in the faith.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and find comfort in 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Receive our thanks for Ramona and for all the blessings You bestowed on her in this earthly 
life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with her we may see You face to face in the joys of 
paradise.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to 
light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection 
He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because He 
lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be 
able to separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

Congregation: 
          Our Father Who art in heaven, 

        hallowed be Thy name, 
        Thy kingdom come, 
        Thy will be done on earth 

    as it is in heaven; 
        give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
        and the power and the glory 
        forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer 

Pastor: Lord God, our Shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your mercy and 
bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful 
reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Hymn  #878  vv. 1-2, 4-6  “Abide with Me” 

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
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I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Public domain 

Benediction and Dismissal 

Pastor:   

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

       to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Pastor: Let us go forth in peace, 
Congregation: in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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