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F o u r t h  S u n d a y  i n  L e n t  
March 10, 2024 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Hermiston, Oregon 

Christ Alone Lutheran Church, Ione, Oregon 

Hymn #431  “Not All the Blood of Beasts” 

Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 
Or wash away the stain. 

But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away; 

A sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they. 

My faith would lay its hand 
On that dear head of Thine, 
While as a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin. 

My soul looks back to see 
The burden Thou didst bear 

When hanging on the cursèd tree; 
I know my guilt was there. 

Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice 
And sing His bleeding love. 

Text: Public domain 

Versicles  
L: This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it.       Psalm 118:24 
L: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised.      Psalm 113:3 

L: Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.    

      Psalm 84:10 
L: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C: Teach me Your paths.        Psalm 25:4 
L: Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C: Your Word is truth.       John 17:17 

L: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised.      Psalm 113:3 

Psalm of the Day    Psalm 51:1-17 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to Your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions. 
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Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. 

Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,  
so that You may be justified in Your words 

and blameless in Your judgment. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, 
and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 
let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 

Hide Your face from my sins, 
and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Your presence, 
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
and sinners will return to You. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will sing aloud of Your righteousness. 

O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

For You will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 
You will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Old Testament Reading    Numbers 21:4-9 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And 

the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of 
Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, 
that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a 
pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, 
he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual      recited by all   Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
 the Founder and Perfecter of our faith, 
Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Epistle     Ephesians 2:1-10 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience — 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying 
out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because 
of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved — 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel      John 3:14-21 

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 

16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is 
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is 
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Hymn #865   “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” 

Lord, help us ever to retain 
The Catechism’s doctrine plain 

As Luther taught the Word of truth 
In simple style to tender youth. 

Help us Your holy Law to learn, 
To mourn our sin and from it turn 

In faith to You and to Your Son 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

Hear us, dear Father, when we pray 
For needed help from day to day 

That as Your children we may live, 
Whom You baptized and so received. 

Lord, when we fall or go astray, 
Absolve and lift us up, we pray; 

And through the Sacrament increase 
Our faith till we depart in peace. 

Text: Public domain 
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Catechism 
Ten Commandments 

 You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 
    his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Apostles' Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 

 Our Father Who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

                 who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

                 forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn #571   “God Loved the World So That He Gave” 

God loved the world so that He gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 
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Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

God would not have the sinner die; 
His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 
Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

D     Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon   

Offering 

Prayer of the Church 
L: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the 
Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 
prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them and for our other needs . . . [additional bids for 

prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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L: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only 

punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul.  Grant that 
we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in 
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Collect For the Word 
L: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Morning Prayer 
C:  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 

from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

Blessing      Jude 24-25 
L: To Him Who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious presence without fault 

and with great joy — to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! 

C: Amen.  

Hymn #711   “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
Much we need Your tender care. 

In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Your fold prepare. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

You have bought us; we are Yours. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

You have bought us; we are Yours. 

We are Yours; in love befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear us children when we pray. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
Hear us children when we pray. 
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You have promised to receive us, 
Poor and sinful though we be; 
You have mercy to relieve us, 

Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

Early let us turn to You. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

Early let us turn to You. 

Early let us seek Your favor, 
Early let us do Your will; 

Blessèd Lord and only Savior, 
With Your love our spirits fill. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

You have loved us, love us still. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

You have loved us, love us still. 

Text: Public domain 
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