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Fift h  S unday  In Lent   
March 17, 2024 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Hermiston, Oregon 

The Lord be with you!   The Lord’s Supper is celebrated this morning in the confidence that, as He says, Jesus gives us not only bread 

and wine, but also His very body and blood to eat and drink (Matthew 26:26-28).  This meal is given to us for the forgiveness of sins and to 
strengthen our union with Christ and our love for one another. 

Because the Scriptures tell us that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood in an unworthy manner are doing themselves 
great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29); and because Holy Communion is a sharing in the faith confessed at this altar, the following are asked 
to consult with the pastor before taking communion: 

•  any who are not yet instructed in the Christian faith; 
•  those who hold a confession differing from that of Bethlehem, Christ Alone, and the Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod. 

If you are visiting us this morning and would like to receive a blessing at the altar we invite you to come  
forward.  To let those serving communion know you would like to receive a blessing, please cross your  
arms across your chest and bow your head – see image to the right.   

Hymn of the Month   #431  “Not All the Blood of Beasts” 

Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 
Or wash away the stain. 

But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away; 

A sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they. 

My faith would lay its hand 
On that dear head of Thine, 
While as a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin. 

My soul looks back to see 
The burden Thou didst bear 

When hanging on the cursèd tree; 
I know my guilt was there. 

Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice 
And sing His bleeding love. 

Text: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name 
of the Lord, 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we 
flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, Who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us 
and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.         2 Timothy 4:22 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be 
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Old Testament Reading    Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And no longer shall each one 
teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual      recited by all   Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
 the Founder and Perfecter of our faith, 
Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Epistle     Hebrews 5:1-10 
Every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and 

sacrifices for sins. 2He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3Because 
of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4And no one takes this 
honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, 
“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 

6as he says also in another place, 
“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 

7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through 
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what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10being 
designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel     Mark 10:32-45 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and 
those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33saying, 
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and 
they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog 
him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us 
to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39And 
they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those 
for whom it has been prepared.” 41And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42And Jesus 
called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among 
you must be your servant, 44and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

The Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by Whom all things were made; 
     Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     Whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     Who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Hymn   #430  “My Song is Love Unknown” 

My song is love unknown, 
My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 
That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I That for my sake 
My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? 

He came from His blest throne 
Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none 
The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, My friend indeed, 
Who at my need His life did spend! 

Sometimes they strew His way 
And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day 
Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, 
And for His death They thirst and cry. 

Why, what hath my Lord done? 
What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 
He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries!  Yet they at these 
Themselves displease And ’gainst Him rise. 

They rise and needs will have 
My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 
The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes 
That He His foes From thence might free. 

In life no house, no home 
My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 
But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say?  Heav’n was His home 
But mine the tomb Wherein He lay. 
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Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 
Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, In whose sweet praise 
I all my days Could gladly spend! 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon 

Offering 

Reception of New Members 

Jason & Jamie Bremner (Cloee & Benz) 

Susan Callaway-Shunk 

Scott & Amy Hanson 

Joe & Taylor Whelan (Wyatt) 

P: Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses Me before men, I 
will also confess before My Father Who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also 
deny before My Father Who is in heaven.”  Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and 
joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God 
gave you in your Baptism? 

R: Yes, I do. 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
R: Yes, I renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in the Holy 
Spirit? 

R: Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P: Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and the 
doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and confessed in the Small 
Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R: I do. 

P: Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R: I do, by the grace of God. 

P: Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R: I do, by the grace of God. 

P: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, 
rather than fall away from it? 

R: I do, by the grace of God. 

P: Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 
R: I do. 
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P: Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your prayers and the 
gifts God has given you? 

R: I will, with the help of God. 
P: Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are members of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church and of this congregation.  Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all 
the blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray.  Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing 
these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling 
them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name.  Grant that by 
Your Word and Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this 
congregation as together we await the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall 
receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C: It is meet and right so to do. 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who, out of love for His 
fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, 
even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Lord's Prayer      Matthew 6:9-13 

 Our Father Who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those  

               who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

Agnus Dei  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Hymn During Distribution  #644   “The Church’s One Foundation” 

The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation By water and the Word. 

From heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 

Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation:  One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued. 

Though with a scornful wonder The world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 

Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 

Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 

O blessèd heav’nly chorus!  Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face. 

Text: Public domain 
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Nunc Dimittis    Luke 2:29-32 
P: “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
C:  for my eyes have seen Your salvation 

that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
P: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
C: and for glory to Your people Israel.” 

Thanksgiving 

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C: and His mercy endureth forever. 
P: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Salutation and Benedicamus 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Bless we the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Benediction    Numbers 6:24-26 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Hymn   #525  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 

Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn: 

Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem. 

Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright. 

Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save. 

His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all. 

Text: Public domain A
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