Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
August 16, 2020
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Hermiston, Oregon
The Lord be with you! The Lord’s Supper is celebrated this morning in the confidence that, as He says, Jesus gives us not only bread and
wine, but also His very body and blood to eat and drink (Matthew 26:26-28). This meal is given to us for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen
our union with Christ and our love for one another.
Because the Scriptures tell us that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood in an unworthy manner are doing themselves great harm
(1 Corinthians 11:27-29); and because Holy Communion is a sharing in the faith confessed at this altar, the following are asked to consult with the
pastor before taking communion:
• any who are not yet instructed in the Christian faith;
• those who hold a confession differing from that of Bethlehem and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.
If you are visiting us this morning and would like to receive a blessing at the altar, we invite
you to come forward. To let those serving communion know you would like to receive a
blessing, please cross your arms across your chest and bow your head – see image to the right.

Hymn #711 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
Much we need Your tender care.
In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Your fold prepare.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
We are Yours; in love befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.
You have promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.
Early let us seek Your favor,
Early let us do Your will;
Blessèd Lord and only Savior,
With Your love our spirits fill.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.
Text & Music: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Introit

Psalm 28:1-2, 6-7; antiphon: v. 8

The LORD is the strength of His people;
He is the saving refuge of His anointed.
To You, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if You be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit.
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to You for help,
when I lift up my hands toward Your most holy sanctuary.
Blessèd be the LORD!
For He has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
The LORD is my strength and my shield; in Him my heart trusts, and I am helped;
my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to Him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is the strength of His people;
He is the saving refuge of His anointed.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even though we are undeserving.
In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

Scripture Reading

Judges 6:1-6, 11-40

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD gave them into the hand of Midian
seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of Midian the people of Israel made for
themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the caves and the strongholds. 3 For whenever the Israelites planted
crops, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. 4 They would
encamp against them and devour the produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel and no
sheep or ox or donkey. 5 For they would come up with their livestock and their tents; they would come like locusts in
number—both they and their camels could not be counted—so that they laid waste the land as they came in. 6 And
Israel was brought very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for help to the LORD . . . .
11

Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the
Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the
angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” 13 And Gideon
said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his
wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now
the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 And the LORD[a] turned to him and said, “Go in
this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” 15 And he said to him, “Please,
Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's
house.” 16 And the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.” 17 And
he said to him, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with

me. 18 Please do not depart from here until I come to you and bring out my present and set it before you.” And
he said, “I will stay till you return.”
So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes from an ephah [b] of flour. The
meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and brought them to him under the terebinth and presented
them. 20 And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened cakes, and put them on this rock,
and pour the broth over them.” And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in
his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat
and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. 22 Then Gideon perceived that he was the
angel of the LORD. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23 But
the LORD said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there to
the LORD and called it, The LORD Is Peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites.
25
That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father's bull, and the second bull seven years old, and pull down the
altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it 26 and build an altar to the LORD your God
on the top of the stronghold here, with stones laid in due order. Then take the second bull and offer it as a burnt
offering with the wood of the Asherah that you shall cut down.” 27 So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as
the LORD had told him. But because he was too afraid of his family and the men of the town to do it by day, he did it by
night.
28
When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was broken down, and the Asherah
beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar that had been built. 29 And they said to one
another, “Who has done this thing?” And after they had searched and inquired, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has
done this thing.” 30 Then the men of the town said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may die, for he has broken
down the altar of Baal and cut down the Asherah beside it.” 31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will you
contend for Baal? Or will you save him? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death by morning. If he is a god, let
him contend for himself, because his altar has been broken down.” 32 Therefore on that day Gideon[c] was
called Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal contend against him,” because he broke down his altar.
33
Now all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East came together, and they crossed the Jordan
and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 But the Spirit of the LORD clothed Gideon, and he sounded the trumpet, and
the Abiezrites were called out to follow him. 35 And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, and they too were
called out to follow him. And he sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they went up to meet them.
36
Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said, 37 behold, I am laying a fleece of
wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that
you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said.” 38 And it was so. When he rose early next morning and squeezed the
fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, “Let not your anger
burn against me; let me speak just once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry on
the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew.” 40 And God did so that night; and it was dry on the fleece only,
and on all the ground there was dew.
19

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn #664 vv. 1-2 “Fight the Good Fight”
Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Your joy and crown eternally.
Run the straight race through God’s good grace;
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
Text: Public domain

Scripture Reading

Judges 7:1-23
Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside the spring
of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.
2
The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest
Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people,
saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the
people returned, and 10,000 remained.
4
And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the water, and I will test them for
you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say
to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said
to Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one
who kneels down to drink.” 6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men,
but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. 7 And the LORD said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I
will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” 8 So the people
took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained
the 300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.
9
That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hand. 10 But if
you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. 11 And you shall hear what they say, and
afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant
to the outposts of the armed men who were in the camp. 12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people
of the East lay along the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on
the seashore in abundance. 13 When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said,
“Behold, I dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent
and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.” 14 And his comrade answered, “This is no
other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the
camp.”
15
As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to the
camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand.” 16 And he divided the 300
men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside the
jars. 17 And he said to them, “Look at me, and do likewise. When I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I
do. 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the camp
and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon.’”
19
So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the
middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their
hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and
in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 21 Every man
stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 22 When they blew the 300
trumpets, the LORD set every man's sword against his comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far as
Beth-shittah toward Zererah,[a] as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men of Israel were called
out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual

recited by all

Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.
To Him be glory forever. Amen.

Hymn #664 vv. 3-4 “Fight the Good Fight”
Cast care aside, lean on your guide;
His boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove
Christ is your life and Christ your love.
Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changes not who holds you dear;
Only believe, and you will see
That Christ is all eternally.
Text: Public domain

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
Whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn #656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
A mighty fortress is our God,
A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need
That hath us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe
Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.
With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is,
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God;
He holds the field forever.
Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill;
They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none.
He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone,
Our vict’ry has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.
Text & Music: Public domain

Sermon
Prayer of the Church
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He
is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

NO MUSICAL INTRO

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your onlybegotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and
You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all
who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Dismissal
After the Distribution, the following is said:

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C: Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
P: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Benedicamus
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C: Amen.

Hymn #832 “Jesus Shall Reign”
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And endless praises crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.
People and realms of ev’ry tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name.
Blessings abound where’er He reigns:
The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all who suffer want are blest.
Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud amen.
Text & Music: Public domain

Scripture for August

Psalm 138:7

ESV

Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
You preserve my life;
You stretch out Your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and Your right hand delivers me.
What’s Happening This Week
Worship:

At Bethlehem (Hermiston)
At Christ Alone (Ione)

Sunday at 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday at 9 a.m.

Bible Study: At the Ione Market
At Bethlehem - online

Wednesday at 7 a.m.
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast: At Bethlehem

Wednesday at 6:00 a.m.

Doxology #805 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
D

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
Text: Public domain
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