Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
October 18, 2020
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Hermiston, Oregon
Christ Alone Lutheran Church, Ione, Oregon
The Lord be with you! The Lord’s Supper is celebrated this morning in the confidence that, as He says, Jesus gives us not only bread and
wine, but also His very body and blood to eat and drink (Matthew 26:26-28). This meal is given to us for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen
our union with Christ and our love for one another.
Because the Scriptures tell us that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood in an unworthy manner are doing themselves great harm
(1 Corinthians 11:27-29); and because Holy Communion is a sharing in the faith confessed at this altar, the following are asked to consult with the
pastor before taking communion:
• any who are not yet instructed in the Christian faith;
• those who hold a confession differing from that of Bethlehem, Christ Alone, and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.
If you are visiting us this morning and would like to receive a blessing at the altar, we invite
you to come forward. To let those serving communion know you would like to receive a
blessing, please cross your arms across your chest and bow your head – see image to the right.

Hymn #940 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”
Holy God, we praise Thy name;
Lord of all, we bow before Thee.
All on earth Thy scepter claim,
All in heav’n above adore Thee.
Infinite Thy vast domain,
Everlasting is Thy reign.
Hark! The glad celestial hymn
Angel choirs above are raising;
Cherubim and seraphim,
In unceasing chorus praising,
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord:
Holy, holy, holy Lord!
Lo, the_apostles’ holy train
Join Thy sacred name to hallow;
Prophets swell the glad refrain,
And the white-robed martyrs follow,
And from morn to set of sun
Through the Church the song goes on.
Thou art King of Glory, Christ;
Son of God, yet born of Mary.
For us sinners sacrificed,
As to death a Tributary,
First to break the bars of death,
Thou hast opened heav’n to faith.

D
Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;
Though in essence only one,
Undivided God we claim Thee
And, adoring, bend the knee
While we own the mystery.
Text & Music: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Introit

Psalm 121:1–4, 7-8; antiphon: v. 5

The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
Who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved;
He Who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, He Who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD will keep you from all evil;
He will keep your life.
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, the Protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and
guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 45:1-7

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to
loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 2“I will go before you and level the
exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of
darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your
name.

For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not
know me. 5I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me,
6
that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and
there is no other. 7I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all
these things.”
4

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual

recited by all

Psalm 91:11; Psalm 103:1

He will command His angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless His holy name!

Epistle Reading

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
2
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know,
brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.
6
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy
Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the
Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we
need not say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.
1

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Holy Gospel

Matthew 22:15-22

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care

about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes
to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They
said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
Whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn #656 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”
A mighty fortress is our God,
A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need That hath us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.

With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is,
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God;
He holds the field forever.
Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill;
They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none.
He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone,
Our vict’ry has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.
Text and Music: Public domain

Sermon
Enrollment of the Confirmation Class
An Elder of the church presents the students to the pastor and to the congregation
2ND YEAR CONFIRMAND
Hannah Weyand

1ST YEAR CONFIRMANDS
Sofia Rivera

Elder: At Bethlehem, young people in the 7th and 8th grade are invited to spend two years preparing for the
rite of confirmation. Holy Baptism is the sacrament through which the Lord brings us into full
membership in God’s family. Confirmation is simply a chance for young people to renew the baptismal
vows that in most cases were made for them by their parents. I present to you, the Confirmation Class of
2020-2021.
The pastor and Elder address the parents

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ said: "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always,
to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20

Elder: Your children have been baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Through a Christian home you have sought to fulfill the Lord’s bidding that they be taught His Word. Will
you support your child as they go through the confirmation process? Will you encourage them to
faithfully complete their work? Will you hold them accountable?
Parents: We will.
The Pastor and Elder address the catechumens

P: Jesus said: “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in
heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.” Matthew 10:3233

Elder: With these words of Jesus in mind I remind you that in Confirmation you will be asked to explore your
beliefs and the Christian faith so that you may continue to walk in the path Christ has shown you. Do you
intend to use this time to the glory of God?
Catechumens: I will.
Elder: Will you use this period of preparation to seriously consider the gift of faith that was given to you at
baptism. Will you look forward to growing into an adult member of Bethlehem?
Catechumens: I will. And I ask for God’s blessing as I begin this faith journey with the support of my parents
and this congregation.
The elder addresses the congregation

Elder: Dear members of Bethlehem, God’s people are called to help each other to grow in Christian faith.
Will you remember these young saints in your prayers, show them living discipleship by what you say and
do, and support and encourage them?
C: We will.
Pastor: Let us pray . . . most gracious God, we praise You that Your Holy Spirit has blessed these young saints
with faith. May we faithfully and joyfully fulfill our obligation to teach them Your precious Word. Let
their faith ever be a shining example to us of trust and love;
C: Amen.
P: May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, Who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal
encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Blessing of Our Home School Teachers, & Students
P: Moses once declared to the People of God:
C: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
Love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul
and with all your strength.
P: These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children.
Elder: Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” Deuteronomy 6:4-9 NIV
The Elder addresses the adults
Elder: My friends, you have chosen to educate your children in your own home, thereby serving not only as
parents, but also as teachers. Joshua once said: “Choose this day whom you will serve.” How do you
answer his call?
Parents: “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” from Joshua 24:15
Elder: Will you strive to faithfully teach your children not only about the Lord, but also about His creation
and the other disciplines of education?
Parents: We will to the glory of God.

Elder: Do so with the assurance and promise of the Lord:
C: Train up a child in the way they should go; even when they are old they will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6 ESV

Pastor addresses the children
P: The Lord commands you saying:
C: Honor your father and your mother.
P: Will you listen to your father and mother as they teach you about God? If so, then answer “Yes!”
Children: Yes!
P: Will you do your best to finish your schoolwork and learn what your father and mother will be teaching
you? If so, then answer, “I will.”
Children: I will.
Pastor addresses the both the parents and the children
P: May God the Father, the Son T and the Holy Spirit bless and prosper you in your home and in your school.
C: Amen

Prayer of the Church
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He
is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your onlybegotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and
You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all
who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father Who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Distribution Hymn #629 “What is this Bread?”

at Bethlehem

What is this bread?
Christ’s body risen from the dead:
This bread we break, This life we take,
Was crushed to pay for our release.
O taste and see — the Lord is peace.
What is this wine?
The blood of Jesus shed for mine;
The cup of grace Brings His embrace
Of life and love until I sing!
O taste and see — the Lord is King.
So who am I,
That I should live and He should die
Under the rod? My God, my God,
Why have You not forsaken me?
O taste and see — the Lord is free.
Yet is God here?
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear,
In mouth and soul
He makes us whole —
Christ, truly present in this meal.
O taste and see — the Lord is real.
Is this for me?
I am forgiven and set free!
I do believe
That I receive
His very body and His blood.
O taste and see — the Lord is good.
Text & Tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004649

Dismissal

after all have communed . . .

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C: Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
P: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy
Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the
day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom
which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Benedicamus
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C: Amen.

Hymn #583 “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”

sung to: “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling”

God has spoken by His prophets,
Spoken His unchanging Word;
Each from age to age proclaiming
God, the one, the righteous Lord.
In the world’s despair and turmoil,
One firm anchor holds us fast:
God is king, His throne eternal;
God the first, and God the last.
God has spoken by Christ Jesus,
Christ, the everlasting Son,
Brightness of the Father’s glory,
With the Father ever one;
Spoken by the Word Incarnate,
God of God, before time was;
Light of Light, to earth descending,
He reveals our God to us.
God is speaking by His Spirit,
Speaking to our hearts again,
In the ageless Word declaring
His own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations
One sure faith yet standing fast;
God abides, His Word unchanging;
God the first, and God the last.
Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004649

Scripture for October

Romans 12:12

NIV

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
What’s Happening This Week
Worship:

At Bethlehem (Hermiston)
At Christ Alone (Ione)

Sunday at 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday at 8 a.m.

Bible Study:

At the Ione Market
At Bethlehem - online

Wednesday at 7 a.m.
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast:

At Bethlehem

Wednesday at 6:00 a.m.

Individual Communion: At Bethlehem

Wednesday (use Sign-Up Genius)

Doxology #805 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
D

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Public domain
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